H2 TURKEY, GREECE AND THE GREAT POWERS

Florentine subject, so that the King of England was no
longer concerned in him. With these explanations, " and
other motives/' he prevailed upon the Aga to give him
a written and duly attested declaration that he had no
claim against the Captain or any other Englishman, only
suggesting that, as Finch was to be ambassador at the
Porte, it would be taken kindly of him if he would, as a
matter of favour, help a Pasha. Finch, after this stroke
of diplomacy, proceeded to carry out his mission to the
Duke. At Florence he obtained the restitution of 5,000
dollars in ready money, and some of the stolen goods.
From Florence, provided with the Duke's letters, he
went to Malta, where he recovered seventy-five more
bales of goods. At the same time he procured for the
Aga the redemption of seven of the Pasha's people who
had been sold into slavery; one of these being the Pasha's
sister-in-law, who afterwards became his wife.

All these pieces of recovered property were delivered
to the Aga, who with Finch and the English captain
travelled to Turkey in the very ship from which they had
been taken. At Smyrna Finch made the Aga give him
before a Cadi a receipt for all the goods and a full dis-
charge to the Captain, accompanied with a testimonial
that the latter had behaved in all things faithfully. Finch
arrived at Constantinople not a little pleased with him-
self. But there he was to learn that, so far from being
out of the wood, he had only just entered it. The Pasha
was furious with his agent, and after drubbing him un-
mercifully, dismissed him. When he recovered from the
drubbing, the Aga went to Finch, informed him of all
that had happened, and handed to him his written dis-
missal, saying that the Pasha was a bad man, and that
document might be of use to the Ambassador himself
hereafter. And so, indeed, it proved.